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I remember my mother often 
repeating the phrase ‘You never 
miss your mother until she’s gone’.  

By this I think she was hinting at how 
much we take for granted, those 
around us, and all they do for us.  

Both my parents died quite some 
time ago and I can now agree with 
my mother’s sentiments.  I certainly 
miss them being around and realise 
just how much I took them for 
granted.  I would imagine that all 
of us can relate to taking so much 
in life for granted; from our health 
to the love of those around us, our 
homes and possessions.  

I think the ‘illness’ of taking life, 
people and things for granted is 
epidemic.  So much we hear of our 
‘rights’ and what we are ‘entitled’ 
to, and we see evidence all around 
us of a lack of respect leading to a 
throw away culture.  I think some of 
this can be focused in the increasing 
lack of use of the words Please and 
Thank you.   I sometimes observe 
children for example crossing the 
road whilst a patrol man or lady 
stops the traffic, but I rarely see 
their lips move to express gratitude.  

In shops cashiers sometimes ask for 
and take our money without much 
of an acknowledgement.  

Holy Week and Easter can be an 
opportunity to draw closer to God 
and to contemplate afresh all that 
he has done for us, and as we do so 
the taking for granted that we often 
fall into is addressed and replaced 
with sincere gratitude.  The sacrifice 
God made to save us, if we allow 
ourselves to truly consider it, cannot 
fail to move our hearts in response.  
Moving from Holy Week and Easter 
to Christmas reminds me of one 
of the moving Christmas addresses 
to the nation by the Queen, where 
in humility she quoted the verse 
from a much loved carol, ‘What can 
I give Him, poor as I am?  If I were 
a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do 
my part; yet what I can I give Him, 
give my heart’.  We are all poor in 
the light of His love and sacrifice 
for us and none of us can offer 
him anything adequate in response 

except a thankful response of self-
offering back to Him of the life He 
has given us.

I remember as a boy of about 
10yrs old one Good Friday watching 
on TV, along with my elderly 
Grandmother, a film that portrayed 
the death of Jesus.  I can still 
remember the sense of being moved 
when I realized there were tears 
running down my Grandmother’s 
cheeks as she contemplated what 
she was watching.  Over the years 
as I have contemplated the cross I 
also have found, and still do find the 
message of the Gospel moves my 
heart afresh to recommit my life to 
God my Saviour.

Of course, like me you will have 
to make a decision amidst the 
busyness of life to decide if you will 
make time to allow the message to 
touch your heart afresh this Holy 
Week and Easter.  Whilst some 
do so each year, regrettably many 
do not, and so miss out on this 
opportunity to consider afresh all 

that God has done for and to allow 
that contemplation to move us to 
gratitude and thanksgiving.  

In Seagoe we provide many 
opportunities to gather together 
over this period to focus on the 
cross. I therefore encourage you to 
consider coming along to as many 
of the services detailed on page 2 as 
possible and to invite God to draw 
you to Himself in a fresh way as you 
focus on His love for you.  It can be a 
painful and moving experience, but 
one that provides the opportunity 
to then move forward with renewed 
gratitude to Him and along with that 
renewed desire to serve Him.  The 
alternative is to lose out on so much 
that He wants to do in and through 
us.  

May God therefore richly bless 
you and your loved ones as you 
draw closer to Him this Holy Week 
and Easter.

Terence

Rector’s Letter:

On Sunday 25th January we were delighted to be able to give 
thanks to God for the paying off of the remaining debt on 
our £1.4 million Parish Centre which was opened in June 2010.  

Initially the business plan was to try to pay the debt off over a 15year 
period, but thanks to the generosity of Parishioners, and income derived 
by Seagoe Ministries from the renting of the Centre, we managed to do 
so within 8 years.

Rodney McCabe, a past Treasurer of the Parish and the person who 
was central to working with the development team of the Parish Centre 
project had planned to make the presentation of the 

work on the centre 
during the services, 
but unfortunately he 
was not well and the 
Rector had to step in 
using Rodney’s notes.  

We are so grateful 
to God for leading 
the various Select 
Vestries and other 
committees over 
the years in the 

development of the 
centre.  Further we are 
grateful for all those who 
have used the centre since 
it was built.  Whilst there 
was some resistance to 
the project from some 
Parishioners in the development stage, now that we have the centre 
the recurrent phrase 
that is heard is, ‘How 
did we ever manage 
before?’!  

Thank you to 
everyone who 
contributed in any 
way in the past to 
the building and the 
paying off of the 
debt, and to all who 
currently enable the 
centre to be the 
hub of Parish life. 

Parish Centre Debt paid off


