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I was invited to Buckingham Palace on the 14th of February to attend a reception that had 
been organised to recognise the contribution of people from the Commonwealth countries 
to life and society in the UK. I could hardly believe my eyes when I saw the invitation and 

eventually realised it was for me.
People from different walks of life were invited including the Ambassadors of the 52 
commonwealth nations, there were three Bishops including Archbishop Sentamu of York and a 
few Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy. There were some sportsmen and women and also 
a few who had  made a name for themselves in the field of arts and culture. 
We were presented to HM The Queen, Prince Charles and The Duchess of Cornwall and later 
in the evening I had the privilege of meeting the Prime Minister Teresa May and the Foreign 
Secretary, Boris Johnson. It was a marvellous experience to be in the picture gallery with all 
its beautiful paintings and to actually meet Her Majesty, the Queen who was so gracious and 
kind. I returned praising God for giving me this wonderful privilege and also decided to pray 
sincerely and regularly for the Queen and all those in authority.

Raj's trip to Buckingham Palace

Parish Records update
Thank you again to everyone who has completed a Parish Records 
update form as part of our Stewardship Campaign.  

Those who have returned forms have had the information 
supplied added to the new Parish Database of parishioners.  The 
information we have previously held concerning parishioners will not 
be transferred to the new system without the relevant forms being 
completed.  As a result quite a significant number of people who 
previously considered themselves as parishioners of Seagoe are in 
danger of not being included on the new record of parishioners. 

In addition, unfortunately a number of households only sent 
information concerning the head of the household and not the 
additional members, as a result the members of many households 
will not be included as parishioners.

We are therefore appealing to everyone who has not returned a 
completed response form, or who may not have fully completed it 
for all household members, to do so ASAP.  If you have misplaced the 
form please contact the Parish Office to receive a replacement form. 

If you are not sure if you made a return, or are concerned that your 
return may not have been complete, please contact the office for 
clarification.

It is essential that all parishioner details are inputted to the new 
system as otherwise people may find they are no longer regarded as 
parishioners. 

Not being on the list of parishioners has many effects such as not 
receiving magazines in the future, not receiving any communication 
from the parish, a potential detrimental effect in seeking a place in 
Seagoe Primary School, not being able to marry in Seagoe, not being 
able to have a grave space allocated in our Churchyard etc.

Killicomaine Outreach and Church Plant

We started 
the CAP 
Job Club 

in February, where 
we give practical 
help and support to 
local people who 
are looking for work. 
We are just over 
halfway through the 
first course and have 
been working on 
building confidence, 
writing applications 
and CVs and 
in the next 
couple of 
weeks we will 
be practising 
interviews. 

Recently 
local MLA Carla 
Lockhart spent 
the morning 
with us at the 
Jobs Club. 
She chatted 
and joined in the session on ‘Writing a great CV.’ Carla offered advice 
and shared stories about being involved with interviews, and also on the 
importance of volunteering.

I have also been working with other churches in the area – Killicomaine 
Baptist, Killicomaine Evangelical and Pillar Community. On Saturday 3 
March we held our first joint events, an evening with former Northern 
Ireland International footballer Stuart Elliott. About 50 people braved the 
bad weather to come and hear Stuart share his story of how he came to 
faith, and the subsequent impact this had upon his life and career. 

Off the back of the Stuart Elliott evening we ‘kicked off’ our Men’s Club; 
the club is based in the Youth Centre and meets every Friday morning 
for games of pool, table tennis and darts. We drink tea and coffee, have 
plenty of chat and banter and investigate what it means to be a Christian 
man.

On Thursday 19 April at 11am we are planning to start our first Alpha 
Course with people who have recently come to faith and others who are 
investigating Christianity. If you are interested in coming along you will be 
most welcome!

                         Jim

Food Hygiene Training
Food Hygiene Training-Tuesday 
15th May 7.30pm 
We are delighted that Alice 
McAlary is able to come back 
to present an update evening 
on Food Hygiene.  It is vital that 
anyone who prepares or serves 
food on behalf of the Parish or any of its organisations attends this 
training so that they names can be included in the Hygiene certificate.  
As you are aware we were recently awarded the 5* category for our food 
hygiene in Seagoe Parish Centre, and so it is vital that we adhere to best 
practice in order to retain this.


